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legislative interference as exists to-day. The first
is the protection of what the French call pudeur
publique, and to which I shall hereafter refer as
" public modesty," Considerations of public
modesty at least demand that unmarried women
and children should not have the facts of sex openly
thrust upon their attention, even though when
pushed too far the protection of public modesty
certainly tends to stimulate private curiosity. The
second principle is the fear that the poor may
possibly enjoy sexual intercourse outside marriage
with complete immunity from the censure of the
clergyman and the policeman. It will be re-
membered that after the clergy and many other
persons had prophesied a large number of " war
babies " in the spring of 1915 and the prophecy was
discredited, it became necessary for the Archbishop
of Canterbury to warn the community that great
moral evil might have occurred even though but
few " war babies " had arrived. What was, how-
ever, much more startling to the lay mind was an
article by Mrs Drysdale in The Malihusian, in which
she ventured to suggest that we should welcome the
escape of such young girls as might havS been im-
proved and elevated by the experience of love, from
the lifelong censure of their neighbours and the
necessity of having to provide cheap labour for
those employers who are not above saving their
pockets by considerations of public virtue.

This subject is closely allied with the whole
question of venereal disease. We may still be
thankful that individual liberty has been preserved